Magic blocks. Dezastre,
oportunitati, idei

Un oras mare plin de blocuri de beton. Oame-
nii le numesc cutii sau uneori cutii de chibrituri.
Cutii pentru aproape 2 milioane de locuitori.

Majoritatea acestor blocuri pun acum
mai mult ca oricand problema identitatii pe
care o ofera: te intrebi firesc daca sunt sau
nu parte a orasului, dacd oamenii le simt ca
oras sau nu.

Un background ca un film mut si alb-
negru, blocurile si strazile Bucurestiului
comunist au un umor si 0 anume nostalgie
rezultate din contraste, din uratenia bruta
si decaderea constructiilor amestecate
cu operatiile vernaculare specifice mai
degrabad unui sat, din suprapunerea unei
arhitecturi serializate si industrializate
cu decoruri si accesorii personale, din
masinile scumpe si abandonul celor vechi,
din mixajul social, neschimbat in prea
mare proportie de aproape 40 de ani.

Un ochi atent ar putea extrage cu
precizie ceva ce e aproape invizibil, si mai
ales neluat in seamd, o anumita frene-
zie si energie care stau inlauntrul, dar si
in preajma acestor cutii-blocuri magice,
ceva ce seamdna cu normalitatea, dar
Si cu dezastrulin aceeasi mdsura. Pe de
o parte dinamica sociala, diversitatea,
mixajul, densitatea care asigura un bun
mers inainte; pe de alta parte un Babel
al comunicdrii problemelor si al lipsei de
reguli. Nu exista o coordonare a miscdrilor
intre autoritati, locatari sau profesionisti.
Problema e atat de mare incat pare greu sd
vorbesti la unison despre ea, sau sd ajungi
la un fel de consens.

Magic blocks. Disasters,
opportunities, ideas

There is the big city filled with concrete
blocks. People call them boxes, very
often matchboxes. There are boxes for 2
million dwellers.

Most of these blocks of flats present
now more than ever an identity problem:
you have to ask yourself if they are or not
really a part of the city, if people perceive
them as urban or not.

Looking very much like a background for
a white and black, mute movie, Bucharest's
communist streets and blocks are hu-
morous and nostalgic, which results from
contrasts, raw ugliness and the decayed
buildings jumbled with vernacular opera-
tions specific rather to a village than a city,
mixing serial and industrialized architec-
tures with personal décor and accessories,
posh cars along with derelict ones, and
finally showing the same social mixture
that has not changed for forty years.

At a sharp glance, you could extract that
thing that is almost invisible, something
that you might overlook as well — that fren-
zy and vigor dwelling inside and outside
this boxes — magic blocks, something quite
close to both normalcy and disaster. On
the one hand, there is the social dynamics,
that diversity, mixture, density ensuring its
march forward, while on the other hands,
there is this Babel of communication of
problems, of lack of rules. There seems to
be no coordination among authorities, ten-
ants, or professionals. Here is a big prob-
lem, itis so big that is almost impossible to
discuss it in unison, or reach consensus.
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Prin acest proiect, nuincercam o analizd
exhaustiva a cartierelor de blocuri si nici
nu pretindem cd oferim solutii-minune. Ne
propunem sd stabilim niste caracteristici
esentiale, sa decupam cateva situatii para-
digmatice si sa desenam niste scheme de
luat in calcul pentru strategii viitoare.

Amincercat sd privim lucrurile de la
un nivel global, sa intelegem care sunt
resursele economice, sociale si culturale
care pot sd ajute la transformarea acestor
locuri. Prin cele trei studii de caz am vrut
sa verificdm ca aceste principii chiar se pot
aplica, propunand rezolvari ale unor situatii
reprezentative pentru Bucuresti.

Ne-am dori ca aceste idei sa ajute la
construirea unei perspective mult mai
largiin care accentul sa se mute de la
stricta reabilitare tehnicd la o regenerare
urbana.

DESPRE PROIECT
De ce cartierele de blocuri din perioada
socialista?

> Fiindca, desi peste 70 % dintre
bucuresteni locuiescin ele, sunt aproape
invizibile in discursul public.

> Fiindca se afld intr-un proces de dete-
riorare tehnica (starea cladirilor) si sociald
(populatie din ce in ce mai saraca in cele din
afara centrului) si fiindca majoritatea lumii
nu si-a dat inca seama de acest lucru.

> Fiindca actiunile asupra lor (proprietari,
autoritati) sunt partiale si necoordonate si
nu existd Incd strategii globale.

> Fiindca aceste cartiere nu reprezintd doar
probleme, ci si un potential urban remarcabil.

We don't try to realize to this project a
complete analysis of these structures, nor
do we try to offer a set of miracle solu-
tions. Our goalis to find some paradigmatic
cases and draw up some schemes to be
considered in the future strategies.

We tried to look at things on a global level,
to understand which are the economical,
social and cultural resources that may help
transform these places. Through the three
case studies (solutions for for situations
quite typical for Bucharest) we wanted to
check that these principles really can apply.

We wish they would help us build a
more comprehensive perspective that
would shift the emphasis from the
strictly technical rehabilitation to urban
regeneration.

ABOUT THE PROJECT
Why socialist apartment block neighbour-
hoods?

> Because although over 70 % of
Bucharest's population lives in them, they
are almost absent from public discourse.

> Because they are going through a process
of deterioration which touches both techni-
cal (building status) and social aspects (in-

creasingly poorer inhabitants in less central

areas) and most people seem to ignore this.

> Because either owners or authorities
subject them to partial and non-coordi-
nated interventions and as yet there is no
global strategy to approach them.

> Because these neighbourhoods are not
only problem generators, they also have
great urban potential.
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DE LA CE PRINCIPII PORNIM

> Reabilitarea este o problema socialad,
economicd, arhitecturala si urbanisticd, si
nu doar tehnica.

>Locuirea nuinseamna doar cladiri, ci si
spatiul aferent acestora. Locuirea colectiva
presupune nu doar constructii si terenuri,
ci folosire, identitate, reguli si negocierea
diferitelor interese.

»Spatiul public trebuie vazut nu doar ca o
categorie legala si administrativa, ci drept
un loc al comunitatii.

CADRUL PROIECTULUI SI ETAPE

Incercdm s3 oferim idei Si principii care
sa fie folosite in strategii de reabilitare

a acestui fond de locuinte. Ne-am con-
centrat asupra Bucurestiului, fiindca este
exemplul cel mai reprezentativ, insa
rezultatele vizeaza atat Romania, cat si
intreaga zond cunoscuta la un moment
dat drept ,Europa de est".

> Etapa 1. Start (la inceputul lui 2009): Un
workshop in Bucuresti, definind temele si
ideile principale.

> Etapa 2. Produs si prezentare: Pregadtirea
acestei publicatii, a unei expozitii la Aedes-
Land in Berlin, a unei expozitii, conferinte

si discutii publice la Bucuresti si a unei
sinteze integrate in expozitia itinerantd
+Balcanology", Viena.

> Etapa 3. Dezvoltare si aplicare: inte-
grarea rezultatelor in programe reale,
dezvoltarea de strategii, initierea unor
proiecte-pilot.

WHERE DO WE START: THE PRINCIPLES

> Rehabilitationis a social as much as an
economic, architectural and urban process,
hardly just a technical one.

> Dwelling is not limited exclusively to
buildings, it also implies the space around
them.

> Collective dwelling essentially implies the
negotiation of various interests.

> Public space should not be perceived as
a mere legal and administrative category;
every community should have aright to
public space.

PROJECT FRAME AND STAGES

We bring forth ideas and principles which
could be used in rehabilitation strategies
that address this housing stock. We focu-
sed on Bucharest as the most represen-
tative example; results however can easily
be extrapolated to cover all of Romania and
the former (political) Eastern Europe.

> Stage 1. Start: Workshop in Bucharest to
define topical themes and ideas

> Stage 2. Product and presentation: Pre-
paration of this publication; exhibition at
AedesLand in Berlin; exhibition and public
debate in Bucharest, followed by an inte-
gration of this materialin the '‘Balkanology’
exhibition in Vienna.

> Stage 3. Development and implemen-
tation: integration of results in real-life
programmes; strategy development; pilot
projectinitiation
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SEE! Archis
Interventions in Sud-
Estul Europei

Archis Interventions, o organizatie non-profit
infiintatd de Archis (cunoscuta de aseme-
nea si prin intermediul revistei Volume), si-a
stabilit ca obiectiv sa sprijine orasele prinidei
si concepte menite sd revitalizeze spatiul
public si sa restabileascd incredereain dia-
logul public. in acest proces partenerii locali
aurolul hotdrator, ei fiind cei care dau impul-
sulnecesar interventiei asupra dezvoltarii
orasului lor. Archis Interventions sustine
proiectele initiate independent sau de catre
organizatii de arhitecti, designeri, sociologi,
artisti etc, care se preocupd de problemele
de dezvoltare urbana siintentioneazad sa
propund si sd pund in practica solutii pozitive
in oraselein care locuiesc.

Activitdtile organizatiei Archis Interven-
tions au evoluat din seria de ,,RSVP Events",
pe care Archis a desfdsurat-o la nivel
mondialincepand cu 2004.! Pentru revista
internationala in imba engleza Archis/Vol-
ume acest pas ainsemnat activarea retelei
de cititori si abonati, initierea in cadrul aces-
teia a unui dialog la nivel local care sa permita
schimbul de idei. Au avut loc intalniri inspirate,
S-au dezbdtut teme si probleme locale, s-au
creat noiretele. Asa s-anascut idea , Archis
Interventions" - concretizatd prin infiintarea
unei filiale locale (Archis Interventions/
Pri$tina) de catre autor impreuna cu colegi din
Kosovo. Un alt rezultat palpabil al primei faze
fost sprijinul acordat de catre membrii olan-
dezi unui grup de initiatvd libanez din Beirut,

1. RSVP: Répondez s'il vous plait — Va rugdm sa confirmati.
Informatiile referitoare la seria de evenimente , Archis RSVP
Events" sunt arhivate in pagina de web www.archis.org

SEE!'Archis Interven-
tions in South Eastern
Europe

The aim of Archis Interventions, a non-
governmental, non-profit offshoot of
Archis (also known as the publisher of
Volume magazine), is to support cities by
supplying ideas and concepts that will help
to revitalize the public space and renew
faith in public dialogue. Local partners play
the main roles in the process, since they
are the ones requesting intervention in the
development of their city. Archis Interven-
tions supports projects coordinated by
independent initiatives and organizations
made up of architects, planners, sociolo-
gists, artists, and others who deal with the
problems of urban development and want
to be a positive influence on their cities.
Archis Interventions' activities stem from
the RSVP Events that Archis has been pro-
ducing around the world since 2004." For the
international, English-language magazine
Archis/Volume, it was a step toward activat-
ing its network of readers and subscribers;
Volume began publishing dialogues con-
ducted with members of this network in
their various localities, in order to achieve an
exchange of ideas. These meetings were full
of inspiration: a theme was discussed, local
problems were examined, and new net-
works were created. This led to the idea for
Archis Interventions, which began with the
founding of a local branch in Kosovo (Archis
Interventions/Prishtina), carried out by the
author and his Kosovan colleagues. The

1. RSVP: Répondez s'il vous plait — Um Antwort wird
gebeten. The Archis RSVP Events are documented on the
web site www.archis.org.
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Reteaua Archis SEE in 2008 (Swiss Architecture Museum expozitia "Balkanology. Arhitecturd noud sifenomene urbane in
Europa de sud-est) The Archis SEE network in 2008 (Swiss Architecture Museum, exhibition ,Balkanology. New Architecture

and Urban Phenomens in South Eastern Europe”)

cu sprijinul unui grup de initiativa libanez.
Aceste doua eforturi de cooperare au dus
incepand cu 2005 la un prim set de proiecte,
punand astfel piatra de temelie pentru o
colaborare pe termen lung.*

Pornind de aici activitatile organizatiei
Archis Interventions s-au extins in Eu-
ropa de Sud-Est. in colaborare cu Srdjan
Jovanovi¢ Weiss, autorul ainceputin 2008
dezvoltarea uneiretele de grupuriinde-
pendente de initiativa urband, maiintaiin
statele din fosta lugoslavie siin Albania,
actiune extinsd incepand cu 2009 in Bulgaria
siRomania.’ Aceste tari aveauin comun
depadsirea unei etape de transformare,
trecerea de la economia centralizatd la cea
de piata ulterior prabusirii sistemelor socia-
liste, in contextul globalizarii economice si al
efectelor mondiale ale capitalului financiar.
2. Informatii se gdsesc la www.archis.org. Informatii
referitoare la proiectul din Pristina se gdsesc in: Kai Vo ckler,
Prishtina is Everywhere. Turbo Urbanism: the Aftermath of a
Crisis. Archis: Amsterdam, 2008.

3. A se vedea www.seenetwork.org. Archis Interventions in
Europa de sud est este sprijinitd de cdtre ERSTE Foundation.

other half of this early phase involved Dutch
members of Archis supporting a Lebanese
initiative in their intervention in Beirut; these
two cooperative efforts led to the first proj-
ects being developed in 2005, which laid the
foundation for a long-term cooperation.’
With this background, Archis Interven-
tions began broadening activities throughout
South Eastern Europe. In collaboration with
Srdjan Jovanovi¢ Weiss, the author started
building a network of independent urban
initiatives and organizations in 2008, begin-
ningin Albania and the countries that used
to comprise Yugoslavia, and then expanding
to Bulgaria and Romaniain 2009.° One thing
that all of these countries had in common
was that, after the collapse of the social-
ist systems, they had undergone a phase
inwhich they transformed from planned
economies to market economies. This phase

2.Documented on www.archis.org. For more on the project

in Prishtina, see: Kai Vdckler, Prishtina is Everywhere. Turbo
Urbanism: the Aftermath of a Crisis, Amsterdam: Archis, 2008.
3. See www.seenetwork.org. Archis Interventions in South
Eastern Europe is supported by ERSTE Foundation.
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Evident, efectele la nivelul vietii cotidiene

si al dezvoltarii urbane au fost dramatice.”
Paradigma acestor schimbadri social-politice
s-aimpus alaturi de procesul de democra-
tizare, de privatizare rapidd si de liberalizare
a pietei. Acest lucru a avut drept urmare
incapacitatea de autoreglementare a statu-
lui national. in special increderea excesiva in
puterea pietei a dus laignorarea unor factori
diferiti de cei economici, dar care sunt la fel
de importanti pentru o comunitate eficienta.
Aceasta a dus la un “turbo-urbanism™: o
de-formalizare a spatiului urban caurmare
a dezlantuirii capitalismului de tip neoliberal,
cu toate manifestdrile adiacente. Orasele

au fost inecate de boom-ul constructiilor

noi si de cartierele rezidentiale construite in
cadrul unor proiecte indoielnice de investitii
in centrele vechi ale oraselor sau de cdtre
nenumarati proprietari privati la periferia
oraselor pe terenuri cu un titlu de proprietate
neclara. Caracteristica este slaba capacitate
de control a statului asupra acestor pro-
cese, uneori dusa pand laforma extrema de
renuntare totald la aplicarea reglementarilor.
Casiin alte tdri est-europene (cu exceptia
Germaniei estice), constructiile colective au
fost privatizate, iar proprietarii de locuinte

au fost ldsatiin cea mai mare parte sd se
descurce pe cont propriu. Statul si-a abando-
nat rapid responsabilitatile sale sociale. Peste
aceastd tendinta s-au suprapus eforturile
de integrare ale Uniunii Europene, precum si
perspectiva de acceptare camembru al UE

4. Aici se adauga si efectele rdzboaielor din anii 1990, soldate
cu dizolvarea lugoslaviei si cu conflicte politice, dintre care
unele nesolutionate niciin prezent, sau efectele prabusirii
statului albanez ca urmare a colapsuluijocurilor piramidale
din anul 1997. in contextul unui control deficitar al statului,
acestea au dus la o catastrofd financiara devastatoare mai
ales pentru investitorii mici, au declansat emigrarea in mase,
siau facut necesara interventia trupelor internationale.

took place under conditions dictated by a
globalized economy and the financial capital
coming from around the world. Of course,

it had a dramatic effect on everyday life and
development in the cities.’ Besides democra-
tization, the paradigm for this socio-political
transformation involved the speediest pos-
sible privatization and liberalization of the
market. Inmost cases, the result was a weak-
ening of the state's ability to regulate and
oversee the market. In particular, an overly
confident belief in market forces ignored

the non-economic factors that are just as
important to a functioning community. This
led to "turbo urbanism," the de-formalization
of urban space that results from unfettered
neo-liberal capitalism and all of its concomi-
tant phenomena. Cities were overwhelmed
by new construction booms, ranging from
questionable investment projects in down-
town areas to the large quantity of informal,
private housing developments, generally on
the urban periphery. Characteristically, these
booms occurred with weak city oversight, or
even an outright lack of regulation. Evenin
the case of "collective buildings,”" community
property was privatized—something that
was happening almost everywhere else in
Eastern Europe—and the new owners were
mostly left to fend for themselves. Govern-
ments quickly unburdened themselves of
their social responsibilities. On top of this
development came the EU integration at-
tempts, with some countries aiming to join,

4, In addition, there were the wars in the 1990s that came
with the break-up of Yugoslavia; these unleashed political
conflicts, some of which remain unresolved to this day.
Another example is the almost total collapse of Albania
after the implosion of the "pyramid schemes" in 1997; the
lack of government oversight had catastrophic financial
consequences, mostly for smallinvestors; it also led to
mass emigration.
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(fapt realizat in cazul Sloveniei, Bulgariei si
Romaniei). Principiul central al acordurilor de
integrare este libera circulatie, mobilitatea
nelimitata a oamenilor, marfurilor, capitalului
si serviciilor, ceea ce a dus la noi raporturiintre
conceptul de mobilitate i cel de dezvoltare
urbang, ale caror efecte nu suntinca suficient
analizate (efectul migrarii de mari proportii
afortei de munca —inunele taripandla o
treime din populatie investeste in locuinte
pentru familie, dar nu locuieste in ele).

Odata cu transformarea post-socialista
a avut loc si o modificare radicala a formelor
de guvernamant siimplicit a planificarii
centralizate. Nu mai exista statulierarhic,
centralizat, care sa formeze nucleul politic
menit sd conduca dezvoltareain directia
data de o planificare generala centrald. Acest
lucru a fostinlocuit cu actiuni diferentiate ale
statului pe diferite niveluri, iar in procesele
decizionale si de implementare sunt implicati
din ce in ce mai mult alti actanti decat statul.
,Buna guvernare" (,good governance")
este un concept care vrea sd insemne suma
tuturor cdilor posibile prin care institutiile
si organizatiile oficiale si cele privateisi
regleaza interesele sifisi solutioneaza
problemele pentru a ajunge la reconciliere
si cooperare. In acest ansamblu un factor
de luatin seama sunt raporturile de putere
dintre actanti — mai ales in cazul implicarii
actantilor din economie in parteneriate
public-private care de multe ori se sustrag
controalelor oficiale.

Camembri ai unor discipline care
organizeaza spatiul, arhitectii si urbanistii
mai au perspective a filuatiin seamd doar
daca sunt priviti ca facand parte din aceasta
politica ampld a ,, bunei guverndri". Inaceasta
acceptiune, ei produc noi strategii de plani-
ficare care raspund unor contexte sociale

as Slovenia, Bulgaria, and Romania eventually
did. At the core of the integration agreements
is the unrestrained mobility of people, goods,
capital, and services—a freedom that has led
to completely new conditions for mobility and
urban development. The effects of this have
not been sufficiently analyzed: for instance,
there are high numbers of migrant workers—
up to one-third of the populationin some
countries—who invest in houses for their
families, but do not themselves live there.

Along with the post-socialist transforma-
tion has come a profound change in govern-
ment and thus, in planning. No longer is the
hierarchical, centralist state at the center of
policy-making, guiding development with
comprehensive planning. Instead, when it
comes to space and land, government action
can be distinguished at a variety of different
levels. Increasing numbers of non-govern-
ment participants are active in decision-
making and implementation processes.
"Good governance" is defined as the sum of
all possible ways in which public and private
institutions and organizations regulate their
common business through a continual pro-
cess, in order to balance diverging interests
and allow for cooperation. In this structure,
however, power relations have animpact,
and they have to be taken into consideration,
especially when it comes to including busi-
ness people from public-private partner-
ships, as they often withdraw from, or seek
to avoid, government or public control.

As members of disciplines that design
space, architects, and urban planners have
only one perspective when they are regarded
as part of this integrative policy, or gover-
nance. They develop new planning strategies
that belongin a variety of social contexts and
at the same time, they prepare new contexts
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diferite si care, in acelasi timp, pregdtesc
contexte noi pentru pdrtile cele mai active
ale societatii.’ in acest sens planificarea
trebuie sa fie usor de comunicat, dat fiind

cd actantii pot fi mobilizati doar prin dia-

log. In noua structurd a, bunei guvernari",
procesele de proiectare sunt realizate dupd
modelul ,,advocacy planning"”, prin care sunt
reprezentate siinteresele celor exclusi din
procesele de luare a deciziilor si utilizeaza
strategii de tip ,empowerment”, pentru a
facilita sau influenta dezvoltarea. in ansam-
blul politicilor formulate la nivelinternational,
dublate de nenumarate conflicte care se lasd
simtite si la nivelul administratiilor locale, si
in contextul dezvoltdrii globale a pieteisia
societatii civile (in mare parte transnationald,
dat find fenomenul de migratie masiva)
modelul ,advocacy planning" poate sustine
noi forme de cooperare si comunicare in pro-
cesul de proiectare, prin care sunt favorizate
mai ales capacitdtile sociale deficitare

ale societatii civile. Pozitionareain acest
ansamblu este hotdratoare. O interventie
care se vrea de succes trebuie sd asigure
dezvoltarea relatiilor cu ambele parti, atat

cu institutiile statului, cat si cu societatea
civila. Rolul decisiv il au grupurile de initiativa
non-guvernamentale si non-profit formate
din profesionisti careisi pun la dispozitie
cunostintele de specialitate, si cdrora le

revin responsabilitdti de initiatori si uneori de
mediatori.

ARCHIS INTERVENTIONS LA BUCURESTI

Pe aceasta directie se inscrie si proiectul
Archis Interventions de la Bucuresti. in
2009 a fost pusa in discutie de cdtre di-
verse organizatii si grupuri de initiativa o

5. Vezi Nikolaus Kuhnert, Anh-Linh Ngo, ,Governance", in:
archplus 173/Mai 2005.

for those active in society.S In this sense,
planning has to be communicative, because
participants can only be mobilized through
structured dialogue. In the new "governance
structure, planning is "advocacy planning,”
which represents the interests of those
excluded from the planning and decision-
making processes, and uses empowerment
strategies in order to facilitate or influence
development. In the conflicted bundle of
internationally formulated politics (which im-
pacts the structure of local administrations),
a globalized market, and a civil society (por-
tions of which are trans-nationalized, thanks
to high emigration numbers), advocacy
planning can develop new forms of coopera-
tive and communicative planning, which can
provide special support to the mostly weak
forces of the civil sector. Thus, positioning
within this structure is of crucial significance,
because if anintervention is to succeed, then
it has to develop relationships with both the
government institutions and the civil sector.
The independent, non-governmental, non-
commercial initiatives formed by profes-
sionals play animportant part here. Profes-
sionals not only bring their expertise to the
table, but they frequently also play the roles
of both initiator and mediator.

ARCHIS INTERVENTIONS IN BUCHAREST

Here is where the Archis Interventions proj-
ectin Bucharest begins. In 2009 a variety
of initiatives and organizations started
discussing a central problem in Bucharest's
development: privatization of the old “col-
lective buildings" had resulted in admin-
istration problems for commonly held
property. Property owners were plagued

5. See Nikolaus Kuhnert, Anh-Linh Ngo, "Governance," in:
archplus 173, May 2005.
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serie de probleme centrale ale dezvoltarii
Bucurestiului aparute ca urmare a privatizarii
vechilor cladiri colective: problema admi-
nistrarii proprietatii comune de cdtre propri-
etarii locuintelor, neclaritateain ce priveste
responsabilitatile in procesul de reabilitare a
constructiilor silipsa de intelegere a pro-
prietarilor fatd de necesitatea de aintretine
in bune conditii nu doar propria locuintd, ci
cladirean ansamblul ei, pentru a-i conserva
valoarea. Se adauga si o puternica influenta
exercitata de factori de ordin superior asupra
pretului pe piatd al locuintelor, cum ar fiac-
cesul la mijloacele de transport sau situarea
in diverse zone ale orasului. De pret depind si
posibilele credite care ar trebui contractatein
vederea reabilitdrii. Modalitdtile de negociere
intre proprietarii aceluiasi imobil suntin cea
mai mare parte lipsite de eficienta atunci
cand acestia au interese diferite. Dincolo de
asta responsabilitatea in ce priveste spatiul
public, care este in proprietatea statului,
ramane o problema nerezolvatd. Sinuin ul-
timulrand, optiunile in ce priveste configura-
rea spatiului arhitectural sunt putin studiate.
Sistematizarea siintelegerea acestui cumul
de probleme, precum si elaborarea unor
posibile solutii a fost primul pas facut. Nu se
poate ignora faptul ca nu existd, mai ales de
partea celor afectati, o constiintd publica in ce
priveste efectele pe termen lung ale neglijarii
aspectelor mentionate mai sus. Prin urmare
publicatiile, expozitiile, discutiile publice si
actiunile locale sunt o parte importantd a unei
interventii de succes; ele atrag atentia atat
actantilor cu putere de decizie din politica
siadministratie, cat si proprietarilor privati

si organizatiilor care le reprezintd intere-
sele. Acesta este inceputul discutiei despre
perspectivele de viitor ale unei parti uriase din
oras, dar si ale oamenilor care locuiesc aici.

by difficulties with the unclear allocation of
responsibility when it came to renovation,
or with other owners, who often did not
understand the necessity of maintaining
not only their own property, but also the
building itself, in order to prevent the entire
property from losing its value. In addition,
the situation was strongly influenced by
overriding factors, such as traffic and roads,
or the building's location in the city, which
affected the market value of the prop-

erty, which in turn affected owners' ability
to obtain loans for renovation projects. In
the same vein, property owners in a single
building, who might have different interests,
do not have good guidelines for negotiating
with each other. Additionally, the question

of whois responsible for the public space
owned by the city remains unsettled. And
last, but not least, almost nobody is familiar
with the different possible ways of maintain-
ing a building of good architectural design.
The first step was to systemize this tangle of
problems and make them understandable,
and then to develop some possible solu-
tions. However, it is also clear that the pub-
lic—especially those directly affected—is not
yet sufficiently aware of the further problems
that will develop if the current problems are
neglected. Therefore, publications, exhibi-
tions, public discussions, and local activity
are animportant part of a publically effective
intervention, so that more attention is gained
fromresponsible decision-makers in gov-
ernment, from private property owners, and
from those who represent their interests.
This is just the start of an exploration of fu-
ture prospects for a section of the city whose
size alone makes it impossible to conceive
of the city without it, as well as for the people
who live here.
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